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Hill Sees Policy in ‘Disarray’ 

Members of Both Parties Express Shock , Plan Probes 


' By Helen Dewar and Edward Walsh 

Washington Post Staff Writers 

President Reagan's foreign policy was 
described as in “total disarray” yesterday by 
members of Congress from both parties, 
who vowed a complete investigation of the 
escalating controversy and called on Rea- 
gan to regain control of administration pol- 
icy before his personal and political cred- 
ibility suffers more severe damage on Cap- 
itol Hill. 

Key lawmakers said they were stunned 
by the revelation that funds from the covert 
arms sales to Iran were secretly trans- 
ferred to rebel forces in Nicaragua — a 
transaction that Senate Majority Leader 
Robert J. Dole (R-Kan.) described as "a bi- 
zarre twist” in the controversy over the 
arms deal. 

It was clear from the initial reaction on 
Capitol Hill that yesterday's revelation will 
set off full-scale congressional hearings and 
investigations on several fronts. 

Republicans joined Democrats in assert- 
ing that the administration appeared to 
have violated at least “the spirit” of the 

Boland Amendment, which was still in ef- 
fect at the time of the funds transfer and 
which barred U.S. military aid to the Ni- 
caraguan contras. Some lawmakers called 
for appointment of an independent counsel 
to investigate possible criminal violations, 
while others planned an attempt to impose 
congressional oversight on the White 
House’s National Security Council. 

There were also widespread predictions 
of renewed efforts in Congress to cut off 
additional U.S. aid to the Nicaraguan con- 
tras, further complicating the administra- 
tion’s embattled policy on Central America. 

But the most severe damage appeared to 
be to Reagan’s credibility. Lawmakers of 
both parties expressed dismay at the dis- 
closure of a major foreign policy operation 
reportedly being run from the White House 
without the president’s knowledge. 

“It was a shocking revelation, and it fur- 
ther shows up the chaotic state of our for- 
eign policy,” said Sen, Robert C. Byrd (D- 
W.Va.), who will take over as Senate ma- 
jority leader in January. “What this says is 


that nobody seems really to be in 
charge of the foreign policy of this 
country." 

“If the president doesn’t know 
something as profoundly conse- 
quential as this, something is pro- 
foundly wrong,” said House Major- 
ity Leader James C. Wright Jr. (D- 
Tex.), expected to succeed retiring 
House Speaker Thomas P. (Tip) 
O’Neill Jr. (D-Mass.) in January. 

Sen. John Glenn (D-Ohio) said he 
found it “difficult to believe” that 
within the White House only Lt. 
Col. Oliver L. North of the NSC 
staff and Vice Adm. John M. Poin- 
dexter, Reagan’s national security 
adviser, knew of the funds transfers 
to the contras. 

“But either way, it is a sad com- 
mentary on the president of the 
United States,” Glenn said. “If he 
knew about it, then he has willfully 
broken the law; if he didn’t know 
about it, then he is failing to do his 
job. After all, we expect the pres- 
ident to know about the foreign pol- 
icy activities being run directly out 
of the White House,” 

Republicans also joined Demo- 
crats in expressions of disbelief 
over the revelation of a contra con- 
nection in the Iranian arms sales. 

“I find the lack of policy coordi- 
nation, as well as its questionable 
legality, to be absolutely amazing,” 
Sen. Nancy Landon Kassebaum (R- 
Kan.) said. 

"It’s incredible,” said Rep, Wil- 
liam S. Broomfield (Mich.), ranking 
Republican on the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee. Broomfield said 
he believes Reagan’s assertion that 
he knew nothing of the operation, 
but that the thought that the pres- 
ident was unaware of a major for- p 
eign policy undertaking “bothers me 
a great deal.” 

Like Glenn, Broomfield said it is 
“awfully hard for me to believe” that 
only North and Poindexter were 
aware of it, and he predicted that 
their departure from the White 
House will only temporarily still 
demands for a major personnel 
shake-up in the White House. “Be- 


fore it is over, there are others who 
will have to go,” he said. 

Rep. Dick Cheney (Wyo.), a 
member of the House GOP leader- 
ship and White House chief of staff 
under President Gerald R. Ford, 
said Reagan should have known 
about the funds transfers to the 
contras. “You can’t run effective 
foreign policy if the man himself is 
unaware of something of that enor- 
mity," he said. 

Cheney said a full-scale congres- 
sional investigation of the Iranian 
arms deals and the Nicaraguan 
contra connection is inevitable and 
that he will support it. Asked about 
the state of administration foreign 
policy, he said: “It’s in pretty bad 
disarray.” 

In the storm of criticism, Dem- 
ocrats stressed the importance to 
the country that Reagan remain a 
credible president. “It is a tragedy 
for the nation when the credibility 
of the president is so damaged that 
it hampers his ability to effectively 
conduct domestic and foreign pol- 
icies,” O’Neill said. 

House Majority Whip Thomas S. 
Foley (D-Wash.) said, “I sense a 
concern that this could become a 
serious wound to the administra- 
tion, and I don’t want to see that. I 
don’t want to see a disabled admin- 
istration.” 

The House Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee already had hearings sched- 
uled on the arms transfer to Iran for 
Dec. 8-10 and is expected to hear 
first from Secretary of State 
George P. Shultz. Sen. Claiborne 
Pell (D-R.I.), who is due to take 
over as chairman of the Senate For- 
eign Relations Committee in Jan- 
uary, said he hopes to hold hearings 
on the controversy when the 100th 
Congress convenes. 

Meanwhile , Sen. David F. Duren- 
berger (R-Minn.). the outgoing 
chairman of the Senate Select Com- 
mittee on Intelligence, said the pam 
el '‘will continue to investigate a ll 


n ity’s invQ ive m ei;t..in..the Iran arms 
sale relationship.” 

Durenberger said he is con - 
vinced, from closed briefings yes - 
terday. that neither the State De- 
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